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Music To Stir The Patriotic Bosom
by Lynne Belluscio

Plans are complete for the 
Bicentennial Program on Friday, 
June 8 and we hope that most of 
you feel welcome to stop by Trigon 
Park for a unique experience for 
this community.  I asked Denise 
Duthe to put together the music 
for the evening and she has done 
a spectacular job.  

The intention is to invite folks  
- young and old to add music to 
the evening. She has gathered 
an ecumenical choir from the 
churches and choral groups from 
the Wolcott Street School and Holy 
Family School. The Marching 
Knights will be performing, as 
well as the Knightengals and the 
Good Knights.  Also performing 
that night will be the “Chimers” 
from the Presbyterian Church. 
And the LeRoy Town Band 
will play under the tent after the 
Town Meeting and before the 
fireworks.

Of course everyone will be 
invited to participate in the singing 
of the "Star Spangled Banner", 
but as most of you know, it was 
not our National Anthem until 
1931 and hadn’t been written 
when LeRoy’s pioneers gathered 
for the first town meeting. (It 
was written in 1814). At the time 
that the first Town Board met, 
the most recognized national 
song was "Hail Columbia". 
The music had been written 
in 1789 for the inauguration 
of George Washington. The 
lyrics were written in 1798 and 
Hail Columbia was used as the 
National Anthem until World War 
I. Today it is played in honor of 
the Vice President, preceded by 
four ruffles and flourishes. The 
chorus: 

Firm, united let us be,
Rallying round our liberty,
As a band of brothers joined,
Peace and safety we shall find  
Another song that most of us 

remember from school is “My 
Country Tis of Thee.” The music 
is familiar as the British song 
“God Save the King” but the 
American words were written 
by Samuel Francis Smith and 
it was first sung at a children’s 
Independence Day Celebration 
in Boston, on July 4, 1831. There 
are thirteen verses (and no, not all 

thirteen will be sung on June 8).
I wanted Denise to ask the 

ecumenical choir to sing “God 
of Our Fathers”. This hymn 
was written by Daniel Roberts, 
an Episcopal minister from a 
small rural church in Brandon, 
Vermont. (This song is not to 
be confused with  “Faith of Our 
Fathers” which was written in 
1849 to commemorate the plight 
of persecuted Catholics from 
the time of the creation of the 
Church of England under King 
Henry the 8th). God of Our 
Fathers was written during the 
national Centennial in 1876. It 
was also chosen as the hymn 
during the celebration of the 
100th Anniversary of the United 
States Constitution. The trumpet 
fanfare at the beginning of the 
song was added at that time.  

Probably the most moving piece 
of music that will be presented 
on June 8, will be God Bless 
America which will be sung by 
Patricia Fussell. The song was 
written in 1918 by Irving Berlin 
while he was serving in the U.S. 
Army.  In 1938, with the rise of 
Hitler, Irving Berlin, who was 
Jewish, felt it was time to revive 
God Bless America as a song of 
peace. It was introduced during 
an Armistice Day radio broadcast 

by Kate Smith. It became one 
of her trademark songs. On 
September 11, 2001, in the midst 

of national upheaval because 
of the terrorist attacks in New 
York and Washington, members 
of the United States Congress 
gathered on the steps of the 
Capitol building in Washington 
and broke out in a spontaneous 
verse of God Bless America. 

God Bless America
Land that I love
Stand beside her, and guide her
Through the night with a light 

from above
From the mountains, to the 

prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God bless America, My home 

sweet home
God bless America, My home 

sweet home.
Please join us for a memorable 

evening on June 8, at 7:30 and 
enjoy the music.
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Stacy&Shaun

Street Name
City, State, Zip

Stacy          Shaun
Mr. and Mrs. James Matt

& Mr. and Mrs. Allan Merrill

Request the Honour of Your Presence

At the Marriage of Their Children

Saturday, the Twentieth of November

Two Thousand Ten

Two O’Clock in the Afternoon

Norton Chapel (Keuka College)

141 Central Ave.

Keuka Park, NY

Stacy Leigh Mott

Shaun Allan Merrill

_________ Accept with Pleasure

_________ Number Attending

_________ Decline with Regret

Kindly Respond on or Before

November 1
st

Reception to Follow at the

75 North StreetAuburn, NY 13021

Holiday Inn in Auburn

From Church to Holiday InnDirections will go here.
Directions will go here. Directions will

go here. Directions will go here.Directions go here.

Cocktail Hour
5 o’clock

Dinner
6:30 o’clock

Brings You the 6th Annual...
Brings You the 6th Annual...

OLD SOUL HOT ROD SHOP

www.lancesorchik.com

Who

What

Where
When

Youtube “Hardcore Happening” or visit www.hardcorehappening.com

to get a taste of the scene.

Questions, comments or suggestions contact Jesse Coots 585.813.7549
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(includes meal ticket, beverages & entertainment, BYOB)
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You & your pre-1962 hot rod, custom or bike (everyone’s welcome,

car or no car, come check it out and enjoy the scene

A gathering of traditional style oldschool hot rods, custom & bikes

& the people who build them

Saturday • August 20th, 2011 2 pm - breakfast (Sunday, August 21st) RAIN OR SHINE

The Old Soul Hot Rod Shop. 9787 Linwood Rd. LeRoy, NY

2011 Cocktails for Cancer Board of Directors
Leah Forbes Waldrop, Founder and Chairperson
Courtney Scott Fox, President
Kristin Kinney, Vice President/Treasurer

Committee Members:
Emily Dewar Braxton, Lin Carmichael, Jennifer Scott Cox, Erin Donohue
Tiffany Durham, Meg Lanier, Betsy Lash, Judy Maddry, Anne-Caitlin Procopio
Jordan Rosado, Ivy Simon, Allison Taylor, Amanda Waldrop 

• Price includes 2 drink tickets, heavy hors dʼoeuvres
   & wonderful entertainment by Joe Bunn DJ Company
• Tickets: 40 per person, 75 per couple & 25 for students
• Tickets are available online at www.cocktailsforcancer.org
    and at the door the evening of the event

“You make a living by what you get,
You make a life by what you give”

Valet parking is avaliable on Franklin Street directily across from Top of the Hill.
Please do not drink and drive- if you need a ride call Carolina Taxi and Shuttle at 919 883-4677 

Valet parking is avaliable on Franklin Street directily across from Top of the Hill.
Please do not drink and drive- if you need a ride call Carolina Taxi and Shuttle at 919 883-4677 

Silent and Live Auction featuring Eric Montross as emcee

Cocktails for
 Cancer

Raising Money and Awareness ~ One Cocktail at a Time 

Net Proceeds will benefit Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center

7-11 PMAugust 27t
h

The Great Room at Top of the
 Hill

100 E. Franklin St. • Chapel Hill, NC

DIGITAL COLOR PRINTING
for every occasion!


